American Reckoning The
Vietnam War And Our
National Identity
Getting the books american reckoning the vietnam war and
our national identity now is not type of challenging means. You
could not without help going in the manner of book buildup or
library or borrowing from your friends to right to use them. This
is an utterly simple means to specifically acquire guide by on-line.
This online revelation american reckoning the vietnam war and
our national identity can be one of the options to accompany you
subsequently having further time.
It will not waste your time. say you will me, the e-book will
definitely look you further situation to read. Just invest tiny times
to retrieve this on-line pronouncement american reckoning the
vietnam war and our national identity as skillfully as review
them wherever you are now.

The Vietnam War - Geoffrey
Ward 2020-03-24
The complete text of the
bestselling narrative history of
the Vietnam War—based on the
celebrated PBS television
series by Ken Burns and Lynn
Novick More than forty years
have passed since the end of
the Vietnam War, but its

memory continues to loom
large in the national psyche. In
this intimate history, Geoffrey
C. Ward and Ken Burns have
crafted a fresh and insightful
account of the long and brutal
conflict that reunited Vietnam
while dividing the United
States as nothing else had
since the Civil War. From the
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Gulf of Tonkin and the Tet
Offensive to Hamburger Hill
and the fall of Saigon, Ward
and Burns trace the conflict
that dogged three American
presidents and their advisers.
But most of the voices that
echo from these pages belong
to less exalted men and
women—those who fought in
the war as well as those who
fought against it, both victims
and victors—willing for the first
time to share their memories of
Vietnam as it really was. A
magisterial tour de force, The
Vietnam War is an engrossing
history of America’s leastunderstood conflict.
Viet Man - D. S. Lliteras
2015-03-27
Viet Man is about the
transformation of a young man
who enlisted in the Navy
during the Viet Nam War, was
trained as a hospital corpsman,
was transferred into the
Marine Corps, then sent to Viet
Nam where he joined the elite
First Recon. It is a first person
narrative of alternating
episodes experienced in the
rear and in the bush. In the
rear, Doc encounters a straw-

haired mid-western farm boy
who shows him how to prepare
a meal of long-rats, and Loopie,
a Puerto Rican from the Bronx
who shares a guilt-torn
confession that borders on
confabulation. In the bush, Doc
experiences the terror of
accidentally releasing a live
grenade among his men, of
rushing to rescue a wounded
marine, and of sharing a quiet
conversation in a bunker with
Trang, a South Vietnamese
soldier. After being assigned to
the Recon Dive Team and
attending the Navy diving
school in the Philip-pines, he
returns to Viet Nam were he
engages in numerous combat
dives and river operations. At
the end of his tour, he is
processed out of the military.
And upon his return to his
hometown as a veteran, he
faces a jarring reception of
insolence, indifference, and
fragmented flashbacks. In Viet
Man, D.S. Lliteras unlocks the
inner mystery of a man's
combat experience. It is poetic
and haunting, authentic and
amusing. It is a story told by a
man who ultimately survives
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the war and returns to his
homeland, but another country
will forever dwell in his soul.
Reckoning - Neal F. Thompson
2013-03-01
Cold War orthodoxy provides
Americans with every reason to
be proud of their "long twilight
struggle" against Communism.
It begins, of course, with Harry
Truman, his heroic resistance
to Soviet aggression in Europe,
his defense of democracy in
Korea and his opposition to the
disastrous influence of
McCarthyism, a malevolent
force injected into "the
bloodstream of the society" by
the right in 1948. Moving on,
orthodoxy teaches us of John
Kennedy's doomed if honorable
attempts to save an
unsustainable ally in Southeast
Asia, Lyndon Johnson's
disastrous attempt to follow
Kennedy's path and the
courage and insight of those
who saw the folly before them
and led America out of this
singularly unjust, ill-advised
campaign. Orthodoxy ends with
the West's final, brilliantly
engineered triumph over Soviet
Communism, which represents

a splendid, bi-partisan
accomplishment in which all
Americans, left and right can
take pride. This is all very nice
if only it were true. Reckoning:
Vietnam and America's Cold
War Experience, 1945-1991, is
a compelling exercise in saying
things that, in George Orwell's
words, it is "just not done to
say" and identifying facts that
have been hiding in plain sight"elephants in the living room"
as they are commonly known.
Starting with the "Communist
movement of the 1930s" and all
that came with it, Reckoning
chronicles the Soviets' massive
North American espionage
network, Truman's feckless
response, his relentless
obstruction of Congressional
attempts to investigate these
matters and his ruthless purge
of leftists from the federal civil
service, all of which combined
to poison political discourse in
this country for decades.
Reckoning examines Truman's
slaughterous, senseless
campaign in Korea in all its
folly and brutality-a campaign
that led the United States
directly into Southeast Asia-
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which, orthodoxy aside, was a
war winnable within a
reasonable definition of victory
but fought ineffectively and
lost by politicians like John
Kennedy and Lyndon Johnson,
whose every move was dictated
by an obsessive fear of, in
Johnson's words, "another
Korea," which, although listed
today in America's "win"
column, had driven Truman
from office with 22% poll
ratings. Finally, Reckoning
examines the campaign in
Southeast Asia in full Cold War
context, focusing on history
rather than ideology and
applying a single, reasonably
objective set of standards to
judge the conduct of enemies,
allies and Americans from 1939
to the fall of the Soviet Union,
demonstrating thereby that
there is no intellectually honest
way to condemn this country's
war in Southeast Asia that does
not serve to delegitimize the
Truman Doctrine in its entirety.
In short, if the Cold War, with
the Truman Doctrine at its
core, represents a just cause
successfully concluded, as
orthodoxy would have us

believe, embracing America's
ultimate victory over
Communism while condemning
the campaign in Southeast Asia
is like accepting World War II
as this country's finest hour
while denouncing MacArthur's
defense of and eventual return
to the Philippines because the
United States, having stepped
into Spanish shoes as colonial
occupier at the turn of the
century, had no rightful
presence or interests there.
You might be surprised much
of what you read here, but a
paradigm shift in worldview
awaits anyone willing to read
Reckoning with an
intellectually honest, open
mind.
An American Requiem - James
Carroll 1997-04-01
National Book Award winner:
This story of a family torn apart
by the Vietnam era is “a
magnificent portrayal of two
noble men who broke each
other’s hearts” (Booklist).
James Carroll grew up in a
Catholic family that seemed
blessed. His father, who had
once dreamed of becoming a
priest, instead began a career
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in J. Edgar Hoover’s FBI, rising
through the ranks and
eventually becoming one of the
most powerful men in the
Pentagon, the founder of the
Defense Intelligence Agency.
Young Jim lived a privileged
life, dating the daughter of a
vice president and meeting the
pope—all in the shadow of
nuclear war, waiting for the
red telephone to ring in his
parents’ house. James fulfilled
the goal his father had
abandoned, becoming a priest
himself. His feelings toward his
father leaned toward worship
as well—until the tumult of the
1960s came between them.
Their disagreements, over
Martin Luther King, Jr. and the
civil rights movement; turmoil
in the Church; and finally,
Vietnam—where the elder
Carroll chose targets for US
bombs—began to outweigh the
bond between them. While one
of James’s brothers fled to
Canada, another was in law
enforcement ferreting out draft
dodgers. James, meanwhile,
served as a chaplain at Boston
University, protesting the war
in the streets but ducking news

cameras to avoid discovery.
Their relationship would never
be the same again. Only after
Carroll left the priesthood to
become a writer, and a
husband with children of his
own, did he begin to
understand fully the struggles
his father had faced. In An
American Requiem, the New
York Times bestselling author
of Constantine’s Sword and
Christ Actually offers a
benediction, in “a moving
memoir of the effect of the
Vietnam War on his family that
is at once personal and the
story of a generation . . . at
once heartbreaking and heroic,
this is autobiography at its
best” (Publishers Weekly).
Iraq and the Lessons of
Vietnam - Lloyd C. Gardner
2011-07-19
Essays by Christian G. Appy,
Andrew J. Bacevich, John
Prados, and others offer
“history at its best, meaning, at
its most useful.” —Howard
Zinn From the launch of the
“Shock and Awe” invasion in
March 2003 through President
George W. Bush’s declaration
of “Mission Accomplished” two
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months later, the war in Iraq
was meant to demonstrate
definitively that the United
States had learned the lessons
of Vietnam. This new book
makes clear that something
closer to the opposite is
true—that US foreign policy
makers have learned little from
the past, even as they have
been obsessed with the
“Vietnam Syndrome.” Iraq and
the Lessons of Vietnam brings
together the country’s leading
historians of the Vietnam
experience. Examining the
profound changes that have
occurred in the country and the
military since the Vietnam War,
this book assembles a
distinguished group to consider
how America found itself once
again in the midst of a
quagmire—and the continuing
debate about the purpose and
exercise of American power.
Also includes contributions
from: Alex Danchev * David
Elliott * Elizabeth L. Hillman *
Gabriel Kolko * Walter LaFeber
* Wilfried Mausbach * Alfred
W. McCoy * Gareth Porter
“Essential.” —Bill Moyers
Places and Names - Elliot

Ackerman 2019-06-11
One of NPR's Best Books of
2019 “Lyrical . . . A thoughtful
perspective on America’s role
overseas.” —Washington Post
From a decorated Marine war
veteran and National Book
Award finalist, an astonishing
reckoning with the nature of
combat and the human cost of
the wars in Iraq, Afghanistan,
and Syria. “War hath
determined us.” —John Milton,
Paradise Lost Toward the
beginning of Places and
Names, Elliot Ackerman sits in
a refugee camp in southern
Turkey, across the table from a
man named Abu Hassar, who
fought for al-Qaeda in Iraq and
whose connections to the
Islamic State are murky. At
first, Ackerman pretends to
have been a journalist during
the Iraq War, but after
establishing a rapport with Abu
Hassar, he takes a risk by
revealing to him that in fact he
was a Marine special operation
officer. Ackerman then draws
the shape of the Euphrates
River on a large piece of paper,
and his one-time adversary
quickly joins him in the game
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of filling in the map with the
names and dates of places
where they saw fighting during
the war. They had shadowed
each other for some time, it
turned out, a realization that
brought them to a strange kind
of intimacy. The rest of Elliot
Ackerman's extraordinary
memoir is in a way an answer
to the question of why he came
to that refugee camp, and what
he hoped to find there. By
moving back and forth between
his recent experiences on the
ground as a journalist in Syria
and its environs and his deeper
past in Iraq and Afghanistan,
he creates a work of
remarkable atmospheric
pressurization. Ackerman
shares vivid and powerful
stories of his own experiences
in combat, culminating in the
events of the Second Battle of
Fallujah, the most intense
urban combat for the Marines
since Hue in Vietnam, where
Ackerman's actions leading a
rifle platoon saw him awarded
the Silver Star. He weaves
these stories into the
latticework of a masterful
larger reckoning with

contemporary geopolitics
through his vantage as a
journalist in Istanbul and with
the human extremes of both
bravery and horror. At once an
intensely personal story about
the terrible lure of combat and
a brilliant meditation on the
larger meaning of the past two
decades of strife for America,
the region, and the world,
Places and Names bids fair to
take its place among our
greatest books about modern
war.
A Vietnam War Reader Michael H. Hunt 2010-02-15
An essential new resource for
students and teachers of the
Vietnam War, this concise
collection of primary sources
opens a valuable window on an
extraordinarily complex
conflict. The materials
gathered here, from both the
American and Vietnamese
sides, remind readers that the
conflict touched the lives of
many people in a wide range of
social and political situations
and spanned a good deal more
time than the decade of direct
U.S. combat. Indeed, the U.S.
war was but one phase in a
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string of conflicts that varied
significantly in character and
geography. Michael Hunt
brings together the views of
the conflict's disparate players-from Communist leaders,
Vietnamese peasants, Saigon
loyalists, and North
Vietnamese soldiers to U.S.
policymakers, soldiers, and
critics of the war. By allowing
the participants to speak, this
volume encourages readers to
formulate their own historically
grounded understanding of a
still controversial struggle.
The Best and the Brightest
David Halberstam 2002-03-26
David Halberstam’s
masterpiece, the defining
history of the making of the
Vietnam tragedy, with a new
Foreword by Senator John
McCain. "A rich, entertaining,
and profound reading
experience.”—The New York
Times Using portraits of
America’ s flawed policy
makers and accounts of the
forces that drove them, The
Best and the Brightest reckons
magnificently with the most
important abiding question of
our country’ s recent history:

Why did America become
mired in Vietnam, and why did
we lose? As the definitive
single-volume answer to that
question, this enthralling book
has never been superseded. It
is an American classic. Praise
for The Best and the Brightest
“The most comprehensive saga
of how America became
involved in Vietnam. . . . It is
also the Iliad of the American
empire and the Odyssey of this
nation’s search for its idealistic
soul. The Best and the
Brightest is almost like
watching an Alfred Hitchcock
thriller.”—The Boston Globe
“Deeply moving . . . We cannot
help but feel the compelling
power of this narrative. . . .
Dramatic and tragic, a chain of
events overwhelming in their
force, a distant war embodying
illusions and myths, terror and
violence, confusions and
courage, blindness, pride, and
arrogance.”—Los Angeles
Times “A fascinating tale of
folly and self-deception . . .
[An] absorbing, detailed, and
devastatingly caustic tale of
Washington in the days of the
Caesars.”—The Washington
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Post Book World “Seductively
readable . . . It is a
staggeringly ambitious
undertaking that is fully
matched by Halberstam’s
performance. . . . This is in all
ways an admirable and
necessary book.”—Newsweek
“A story every American should
read.”—St. Louis Post-Dispatch
After the Apocalypse Andrew Bacevich 2021-06-08
A bold and urgent perspective
on how American foreign policy
must change in response to the
shifting world order of the
twenty-first century, from the
New York Times bestselling
author of The Limits of Power
and The Age of Illusions. The
purpose of U.S. foreign policy
has, at least theoretically, been
to keep Americans safe. Yet as
we confront a radically
changed world, it has become
indisputably clear that the
terms of that policy have failed.
Washington’s insistence that a
market economy is compatible
with the common good, its faith
in the idea of the “West” and
its “special relationships,” its
conviction that global military
primacy is the key to a stable

and sustainable world
order—these have brought
endless wars and a succession
of moral and material
disasters. In a bold
reconception of America’s
place in the world, informed by
thinking from across the
political spectrum, Andrew J.
Bacevich—founder and
president of the Quincy
Institute for Responsible
Statecraft, a bipartisan
Washington think tank
dedicated to foreign
policy—lays down a new
approach—one that is based on
moral pragmatism, mutual
coexistence, and war as a last
resort. Confronting the threats
of the future—accelerating
climate change, a shift in the
international balance of power,
and the ascendance of
information technology over
brute weapons of war—his
vision calls for nothing less
than a profound overhaul of
our understanding of national
security. Crucial and
provocative, After the
Apocalypse sets out new
principles to guide the oncebut-no-longer sole superpower
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as it navigates a transformed
world.
Kill Anything That Moves Nick Turse 2013-01-15
Based on classified documents
and first-person interviews, a
controversial history of the
Vietnam War argues that
American acts of violence
against millions of Vietnamese
civilians were a pervasive and
systematic part of the war and
that soldiers were deliberately
trained and ordered to conduct
hate-based slaughter
campaigns.
Our War - David Harris 1996
A journalist and former
Vietnam draft resister explores
the divisive legacy of the
Vietnam War, offering an
insider's view of the antiwar
movement of the era and the
moral implications of the war
and its aftermath. 50,000 first
printing. Tour.
Selma to Saigon - Daniel S.
Lucks 2014-03-19
In Selma to Saigon Daniel S.
Lucks explores the impact of
the Vietnam War on the
national civil rights movement.
Through detailed research and
a powerful narrative, Lucks

illuminates the effects of the
Vietnam War on leaders such
as Whitney Young Jr., Stokely
Carmichael, Roy Wilkins,
Bayard Rustin, and Martin
Luther King Jr., as well as
lesser-known Americans in the
movement who faced the threat
of the military draft as well as
racial discrimination and
violence.
A Better War - Lewis Sorley
1999-06-03
“A comprehensive and longoverdue examination of the
immediate post–Tet offensive
years [from a] first-rate
historian.” —The New York
Times Book Review Neglected
by scholars and journalists
alike, the years of conflict in
Vietnam from 1968 to 1975
offer surprises not only about
how the war was fought, but
about what was achieved.
Drawing from thousands of
hours of previously unavailable
(and still classified) taperecorded meetings between the
highest levels of the American
military command in Vietnam,
A Better War is an insightful,
factual, and superbly
documented history of these
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final years. Through his
exclusive access to
authoritative materials, awardwinning historian Lewis Sorley
highlights the dramatic
differences in conception,
conduct, and—at least for a
time—results between the early
and later years of the war.
Among his most important
findings is that while the war
was being lost at the peace
table and in the U.S. Congress,
the soldiers were winning on
the ground. Meticulously
researched and movingly told,
A Better War sheds new light
on the Vietnam War.
Patriots- Christian G. Appy
2004-09-28
"Intense and absorbing... If you
buy only one book on the
Vietnam War, this is the one
you want." -Chicago Tribune
Christian G. Appy's
monumental oral history of the
Vietnam War is the first work
to probe the war's path
through both the United States
and Vietnam. These vivid
testimonies of 135 men and
women span the entire history
of the Vietnam conflict, from its
murky origins in the 1940s to

the chaotic fall of Saigon in
1975. Sometimes detached and
reflective, often raw and
emotional, they allow us to see
and feel what this war meant to
people literally on all sides:
Americans and Vietnamese,
generals and grunts,
policymakers and protesters,
guerrillas and CIA operatives,
pilots and doctors, artists and
journalists, and a variety of
ordinary citizens whose lives
were swept up in a cataclysm
that killed three million people.
By turns harrowing, inspiring,
and revelatory, Patriots is not a
chronicle of facts and figures
but a vivid human history of
the war. "A gem of a book, as
informative and compulsively
readable as it is timely." -The
Washington Post Book World
What Remains - Sarah E.
Wagner 2019-11-05
Nearly 1,600 Americans who
took part in the Vietnam War
are still missing and presumed
dead. Sarah Wagner tells the
stories of those who mourn and
continue to search for them.
Today’s forensic science can
identify remains from mere
traces, raising expectations for
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repatriation and forcing a new
reckoning with the toll of
America’s most fraught war.
A Reckoning for Kings Chris Bunch 2009-02
A fictionalized account of the
Tet Offensive beginning in
October 1967, when the North
Vietnamese Army crosses the
border into South Vietnam, and
ending when the Tet invasion
erupts on January 30, 1968.
Working-Class War Christian G. Appy 2000-11-09
No one can understand the
complete tragedy of the
American experience in
Vietnam without reading this
book. Nothing so underscores
the ambivalence and confusion
of the American commitment
as does the composition of our
fighting forces. The rich and
the powerful may have
supported the war initially, but
they contributed little of
themselves. That responsibility
fell to the poor and the working
class of America.--Senator
George McGovern "Reminds us
of the disturbing truth that
some 80 percent of the 2.5
million enlisted men who
served in Vietnam--out of 27

million men who reached draft
age during the war--came from
working-class and
impoverished backgrounds. . . .
Deals especially well with the
apparent paradox that the
working-class soldiers' families
back home mainly opposed the
antiwar movement, and for that
matter so with few exceptions
did the soldiers themselves.-New York Times Book Review
"[Appy's] treatment of the
subject makes it clear to his
readers--almost as clear as it
became for the soldiers in
Vietnam--that class remains the
tragic dividing wall between
Americans.--Boston Globe
Un-American - Erik Edstrom
2020-05-19
A manifesto about America's
unchallenged war machine,
from an Afghanistan veteran
and new kind of military hero.
Before engaging in war, Erik
Edstrom asks us to imagine
three, rarely imagined
scenarios: First, imagine your
own death. Second, imagine
war from “the other side.”
Third: Imagine what might
have been if the war had never
been fought. Pursuing these
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realities through his own
combat experience, Erik
reaches the unavoidable
conclusion about America at
war. But that realization came
too late-the damage had been
done. Erik Edstrom grew up in
suburban Massachusetts with
an idealistic desire to make an
impact, ultimately leading him
to the gates of West Point. Five
years later, he was deployed to
Afghanistan as an infantry
lieutenant. Throughout his
military career, he confronted
atrocities, buried his friends,
wrestled with depression, and
struggled with an
understanding that the war he
fought in, and the youth he
traded to prepare for it, was in
contribution to a bitter truth:
The War on Terror is not just a
tragedy, but a crime. The
deeper tragedy is that our
country lacks the courage and
conviction to say so. UnAmerican is a hybrid of social
commentary and memoir that
exposes how blind support for
war exacerbates the problems
it's intended to resolve,
devastates the people allegedly
being helped, and diverts

assets from far larger threats
like climate change. UnAmerican is a revolutionary
act, offering a blueprint for
redressing America's
relationship with patriotism,
the military, and military
spending.
Minor Feelings - Cathy Park
Hong 2020-02-25
NEW YORK TIMES
BESTSELLER • PULITZER
PRIZE FINALIST • NATIONAL
BOOK CRITICS CIRCLE
AWARD WINNER • ONE OF
TIME’S 100 MOST
INFLUENTIAL PEOPLE • A
ruthlessly honest, emotionally
charged, and utterly original
exploration of Asian American
consciousness “Brilliant . . . To
read this book is to become
more human.”—Claudia
Rankine, author of Citizen In
development as a television
series starring and adapted by
Greta Lee • One of Time’s 10
Best Nonfiction Books of the
Year • Named One of the Best
Books of the Year by The New
York Times, The Washington
Post, NPR, New Statesman,
BuzzFeed, Esquire, The New
York Public Library, and Book
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Riot Poet and essayist Cathy
Park Hong fearlessly and
provocatively blends memoir,
cultural criticism, and history
to expose fresh truths about
racialized consciousness in
America. Part memoir and part
cultural criticism, this
collection is vulnerable,
humorous, and
provocative—and its relentless
and riveting pursuit of vital
questions around family and
friendship, art and politics,
identity and individuality, will
change the way you think
about our world. Binding these
essays together is Hong’s
theory of “minor feelings.” As
the daughter of Korean
immigrants, Cathy Park Hong
grew up steeped in shame,
suspicion, and melancholy. She
would later understand that
these “minor feelings” occur
when American optimism
contradicts your own
reality—when you believe the
lies you’re told about your own
racial identity. Minor feelings
are not small, they’re
dissonant—and in their tension
Hong finds the key to the
questions that haunt her. With

sly humor and a poet’s
searching mind, Hong uses her
own story as a portal into a
deeper examination of racial
consciousness in America
today. This intimate and
devastating book traces her
relationship to the English
language, to shame and
depression, to poetry and
female friendship. A radically
honest work of art, Minor
Feelings forms a portrait of one
Asian American psyche—and of
a writer’s search to both
uncover and speak the truth.
Praise for Minor Feelings
“Hong begins her new book of
essays with a bang. . . .The
essays wander a variegated
terrain of memoir, criticism
and polemic, oscillating
between smooth proclamations
of certainty and twitches of
self-doubt. . . . Minor Feelings
is studded with moments [of]
candor and dark humor shot
through with glittering selfawareness.”—The New York
Times “Hong uses her own
experiences as a jumping off
point to examine race and
emotion in the United
States.”—Newsweek “Powerful

american-reckoning-the-vietnam-war-and-our-national-identity

14/25

Downloaded from
besquare.me on by guest

. . . [Hong] brings together
memoiristic personal essay and
reflection, historical accounts
and modern reporting, and
other works of art and writing,
in order to amplify a multitude
of voices and capture Asian
America as a collection of
contradictions. She does so
with sharp wit and radical
transparency.”—Salon
Returns of War- Long T. Bui
2018-11-06
The legacy and memory of
wartime South Vietnam
through the eyes of Vietnamese
refugees In 1975, South
Vietnam fell to communism,
marking a stunning conclusion
to the Vietnam War. Although
this former ally of the United
States has vanished from the
world map, Long T. Bui
maintains that its memory
endures for refugees with a
strong attachment to this ghost
country. Blending ethnography
with oral history, archival
research, and cultural analysis,
Returns of War considers
Returns of War argues that
Vietnamization--as Richard
Nixon termed it in 1969--and
the end of South Vietnam

signals more than an example
of flawed American military
strategy, but a larger allegory
of power, providing cover for
U.S. imperial losses while
denoting the inability of the
(South) Vietnamese and other
colonized nations to become
independent, modern liberal
subjects. Bui argues that the
collapse of South Vietnam
under Vietnamization
complicates the already
difficult memory of the
Vietnam War, pushing for a
critical understanding of South
Vietnamese agency beyond
their status as the war’s
ultimate “losers.” Examining
the lasting impact of Cold War
military policy and culture
upon the “Vietnamized”
afterlife of war, this book
weaves questions of national
identity, sovereignty, and selfdetermination to consider the
generative possibilities of
theorizing South Vietnam as an
incomplete, ongoing search for
political and personal freedom.
The Committed - Viet Thanh
Nguyen 2021-03-02
The long-awaited follow-up to
the Pulitzer Prize-winning The
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Sympathizer, which has sold
more than one million copies
worldwide, The Committed
follows the man of two minds
as he arrives in Paris in the
early 1980s with his blood
brother Bon. The pair try to
overcome their pasts and
ensure their futures by
engaging in capitalism in one
of its purest forms: drug
dealing. Traumatized by his
reeducation at the hands of his
former best friend, Man, and
struggling to assimilate into
French culture, the
Sympathizer finds Paris both
seductive and disturbing. As he
falls in with a group of leftwing intellectuals whom he
meets at dinner parties given
by his French Vietnamese
“aunt,” he finds stimulation for
his mind but also customers for
his narcotic merchandise. But
the new life he is making has
perils he has not foreseen,
whether the self-torture of
addiction, the authoritarianism
of a state locked in a colonial
mindset, or the seeming
paradox of how to reunite his
two closest friends whose
worldviews put them in

absolute opposition. The
Sympathizer will need all his
wits, resourcefulness, and
moral flexibility if he is to
prevail. Both highly
suspenseful and existential,
The Committed is a blistering
portrayal of commitment and
betrayal that will cement Viet
Thanh Nguyen’s position in the
firmament of American letters.
All Bleeding Stops
- Michael J
Collins 2021-07-16
What does a doctor do when he
thinks his best is not good
enough? Matthew Barrett,
thirty-one years old and fresh
out of residency, is drafted and
sent to Vietnam as a combat
surgeon in 1967 at the heightof
the Vietnam War.
Compassionate and sensitive to
a fault, he is determined to
make a difference but quickly
finds his idealism crushed by
the pain, suffering, and
indifference that surround him.
Shamed by his inexperience
and tormented by his failures,
he slowly unravels. Only the
love of Therese Hopkins, a
nurse, keeps him from falling
apart. But will their love
survive the grinding horror of
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war? Matthew’s journey of
redemption takes him from
combat surgeon in Vietnam to
transplant doctor in Ohio and,
finally, to physician in a relief
camp in Biafra, exploring how
the caring and compassion that
draws young people to pursue
the healing arts can also sow
the seeds of their own
destruction, and how love may
be the only thing that can
finally make all bleeding stop.
Planning A Tragedy: The
Americanization of the War
in Vietnam - Larry Berman
1983-08-17
"Takes an historically
important decision, places it in
its immediate stream of policy
development, perceptions and
events and adds what was
missing from the Pentagon
Papers."—Richard E. Neustadt,
Harvard University "A
thoroughly researched and
highly perceptive study of the
decisions that turned the tribal
struggle in Vietnam into an
American war. Berman's book
fully documents the role of
domestic policy in our tragic
involvement. As one who
watched the process at

firsthand. I commend Professor
Berman's book for its fairness
and insight."— George W. Ball
Giap: The General Who
Defeated America in
Vietnam - James A. Warren
2013-09-24
General Vo Nguyen Giap was
the commander in chief of the
communist armed forces
during two of his country's
most difficult conflicts—the
first against Vietnam's colonial
masters, the French, and the
second against the most
powerful nation on earth, the
United States. After long and
bloody conflicts, he defeated
both Western powers and their
Vietnamese allies, forever
changing modern warfare. In
Giap, military historian James
A. Warren dives deep into the
conflict to bring to life a
revolutionary general and
reveal the groundbreaking
strategies that defeated world
powers against incredible odds.
Synthesizing ideas and tactics
from an extraordinary range of
sources, Giap was one of the
first to realize that war is more
than a series of battles
between two armies and that

american-reckoning-the-vietnam-war-and-our-national-identity

17/25

Downloaded from
besquare.me on by guest

victory can be won through the
strength of a society's social
fabric. As America's wars in the
Middle East rage on, this is an
important and timely look at a
man who was a master at
defeating his enemies even as
they thought they were
winning.
American Reckoning Christian G. Appy 2015-02-05
“Few people understand the
centrality of the Vietnam War
to our situation as much as
Christian Appy." —Ken Burns
The critically acclaimed author
of Patriots offers profound
insights into Vietnam’s place in
America’s self-image. How did
the Vietnam War change the
way we think of ourselves as a
people and a nation? Christian
G. Appy, author of the widely
praised oral history of the
Vietnam War Patriots, now
examines the relationship
between the war’s realities and
myths and its impact on our
national identity, conscience,
pride, shame, popular culture,
and postwar foreign policy.
Drawing on a vast variety of
sources from movies, songs,
and novels to official

documents, media coverage,
and contemporary
commentary, Appy offers an
original interpretation of the
war and its far-reaching
consequences. Authoritative,
insightful, sometimes
surprising, and controversial,
American Reckoning is a
fascinating mix of political and
cultural reporting that offers a
completely fresh account of the
meaning of the Vietnam War.
Humane - Samuel Moyn
2021-09-07
"[A] brilliant new book . . .
Humane provides a powerful
intellectual history of the
American way of war. It is a
bold departure from decades of
historiography dominated by
interventionist bromides."
—Jackson Lears, The New York
Review of Books A prominent
historian exposes the dark side
of making war more humane In
the years since 9/11, we have
entered an age of endless war.
With little debate or discussion,
the United States carries out
military operations around the
globe. It hardly matters who’s
president or whether liberals
or conservatives operate the
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levers of power. The United
States exercises dominion
everywhere. In Humane: How
the United States Abandoned
Peace and Reinvented War,
Samuel Moyn asks a troubling
but urgent question: What if
efforts to make war more
ethical—to ban torture and
limit civilian casualties—have
only shored up the military
enterprise and made it
sturdier? To advance this case,
Moyn looks back at a century
and a half of passionate
arguments about the ethics of
using force. In the nineteenth
century, the founders of the
Red Cross struggled mightily to
make war less lethal even as
they acknowledged its
inevitability. Leo Tolstoy
prominently opposed their
efforts, reasoning that war
needed to be abolished, not
reformed—and over the
subsequent century, a popular
movement to abolish war
flourished on both sides of the
Atlantic. Eventually, however,
reformers shifted their
attention from opposing the
crime of war to opposing war
crimes, with fateful

consequences. The
ramifications of this shift
became apparent in the
post-9/11 era. By that time, the
US military had embraced the
agenda of humane war, driven
both by the availability of
precision weaponry and the
need to protect its image. The
battle shifted from the streets
to the courtroom, where the
tactics of the war on terror
were litigated but its
foundational assumptions went
without serious challenge.
These trends only accelerated
during the Obama and Trump
presidencies. Even as the two
administrations spoke of
American power and morality
in radically different tones,
they ushered in the second
decade of the “forever” war.
Humane is the story of how
America went off to fight and
never came back, and how
armed combat was transformed
from an imperfect tool for
resolving disputes into an
integral component of the
modern condition. As American
wars have become more
humane, they have also
become endless. This
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provocative book argues that
this development might not
represent progress at all.
American Reckoning Christian G. Appy 2016-01-05
Christian G. Appy explores how
the Vietnam war was managed,
reported, packaged, and
consumed; the myths that were
created; why decisions were
made; who (if anyone) got left
behind; America's
accountability for atrocities
and how the real 'Vietnam
syndrome' has played out in
popular culture and our foreign
policy. He reports across
newspaper accounts, TV
coverage, Pentagon stats and
position papers, memoirs,
movies, novels, and more to
create a completely fresh
account of the meaning of the
war, asking the hard questions.
Innocent Weapons - Margaret
Peacock 2014
Innocent Weapons: The Soviet
and American Politics of
Childhood in the Cold War
Inside the Pentagon Papers John Prados 2004
The consequences of the leak
made to the press about the
secret government study on the

Vietnam War and the
subsequent litigation are
reexamined in a study that
focuses on the issue of
government secrecy and the
public's right to know.
Citizen Brown - Colin Gordon
2019-09-11
The 2014 killing of Michael
Brown in Ferguson, Missouri,
ignited nationwide protests and
brought widespread attention
police brutality and
institutional racism. But
Ferguson was no aberration.
As Colin Gordon shows in this
urgent and timely book, the
events in Ferguson exposed not
only the deep racism of the
local police department but
also the ways in which decades
of public policy effectively
segregated people and
curtailed citizenship not just in
Ferguson but across the St.
Louis suburbs. Citizen Brown
uncovers half a century of
private practices and public
policies that resulted in bitter
inequality and sustained
segregation in Ferguson and
beyond. Gordon shows how
municipal and school district
boundaries were pointedly
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drawn to contain or exclude
African Americans and how
local policies and
services—especially policing,
education, and urban
renewal—were weaponized to
maintain civic separation. He
also makes it clear that the
outcry that arose in Ferguson
was no impulsive outburst but
rather an explosion of pent-up
rage against long-standing
systems of segregation and
inequality—of which a police
force that viewed citizens not
as subjects to serve and protect
but as sources of revenue was
only the most immediate
example. Worse, Citizen Brown
illustrates the fact that though
the greater St. Louis area
provides some extraordinarily
clear examples of fraught
racial dynamics, in this it is
hardly alone among American
cities and regions. Interactive
maps and other companion
resources to Citizen Brown are
available at the book website.
American Reckoning Christian G. Appy 2015
The critically acclaimed author
of Patriots draws on sources
ranging from movies and songs

to official documents and news
stories to analyze the role of
the Vietnam War in shaping
America's national identity,
popular culture and post-war
foreign policy.
Paper Soldiers
- Clarence R.
Wyatt 1995-03
Praised and condemned for its
aggressive coverage of the
Vietnam War, the American
press has been both
commended for breaking
public support and bringing the
war to an end and accused of
misrepresenting the nature and
progress of the war. While indepth combat coverage and the
instantaneous power of
television were used to
challenge the war, Clarence R.
Wyatt demonstrates that, more
often than not, the press
reported official information,
statements, and views.
Examining the relationship
between the press and the
government, Wyatt looks at
how difficult it was to obtain
information outside official
briefings, what sort of
professional constraints the
press worked under, and what
happened when reporters
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chose not to "get on the team."
"Wyatt makes the Diem period
in Saigon come to life—the
primitive communications, the
police crackdowns, the
quarrels within the news
organizations between the
pessimists in Saigon and the
optimists in Washington and
New York."—Peter Braestrup,
Washington Times "An
important, readable study of
the Vietnam press corps—the
most maligned group of
journalists in modern American
history. Clarence Wyatt's
insights and assessments are
particularly valuable now that
the media is rapidly growing in
its influence on domestic and
international affairs."—Peter
Arnett, CNN foreign
correspondent
Vietnam and Other
American Fantasies - Howard
Bruce Franklin 2000
Looks at the legacy of the
Vietnam War, including the
conflict, its long-term effects,
and the mythology of warfare
in America.
They Marched Into Sunlight David Maraniss 2004-10-04
Focuses on a crucial two-day

battle in Vietnam that was also
marked by an ill-fated protest
by University of Wisconsin
students at the Dow Chemical
Company, in an hour-by-hour
narrative.
The Father of All Things - Tom
Bissell 2007
The author of God Lives in St.
Petersburg describes his and
his war veteran father's
odyssey to Vietnam some forty
years after serving during the
war, offering a fascinating
glimpse of a land that had
shaped both of their lives while
reflecting on his father's war
experience and the war's
continuing political, cultural,
and personal influence. 35,000
first printing.
Armed with Abundance Meredith H. Lair 2011
Popular representations of the
Vietnam War tend to
emphasize violence,
deprivation, and trauma. By
contrast, in Armed with
Abundance, Meredith Lair
focuses on the noncombat
experiences of U.S. soldiers in
Vietnam, redrawing the
landscape of the war
My Vietnam War - E.E. "Doc"
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Murdock 2013-08-12
Writers have been writing
about war since the siege of
Troy, but few, if any, have
captured the first-person
experience of war as deeply as
My Vietnam War. Set in 1967
(the deadliest year of the
Vietnam War), this memoirstyle novel depicts the
psychological journey of a
young man whose carefree
days of studying philosophy at
the university are ended by the
draft. The story follows him
from his initial rear-echelon
assignment in Saigon, where
he falls for a mysterious
storytelling bar girl, to his
eventual posting at an isolated
front-line firebase in one of the
deepest parts of the Vietnam
jungle. While recovering from a
leg wound (he is hit by a piece
of bone from a fellow soldier
who stepped on a booby trap
mine), he becomes the
assistant medic and sees the
horrors of war close up. The
experience begins his steady
spiral down into PTSD. After he
is seriously wounded, he ends
up back in Saigon where, after
an old friend from Arizona gets

him involved in the
underground drug trade, the
mysterious bar girl may be his
only hope for salvation. It is a
powerful story, well-written,
with vivid detail that you will
never forget.
On the Ho Chi Minh Trail Sherry Buchanan 2021-01-31
Part travelogue, part history,
and part reflective meditation
on conflict and reconciliation,
Sherry Buchanan's new book
offers both a personal and
historical exploration of the Ho
Chi Minh Trail, highlighting the
critical role the Trail and the
young women soldiers who
helped build and defend it
played in the Vietnam War.
Accompanied by two travelling
companions, Buchanan winds
her way from Hanoi in the
north to Ho Chi Minh City,
formerly Saigon, in the south.
Driving through the
spectacular scenery of Vietnam
and Laos, she encounters
locations from the Truong Son
mountains, the Phong Nha
Caves, ancient citadels and
Confucian temples to the
Khmer Temple of Wat Phu at
the western-most point of the
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Trail in Laos. Buchanan
records her interactions--both
scheduled and spontaneous-with those who experienced
the Vietnam War firsthand, and
these conversations with
combatants and civilians
provide new perspectives on
the War. She listens to the
women who defended the Trail
roads against the greatest
bombing campaign in modern
times, walks through
minefields with the demolition
teams hunting for unexploded
ordnance, and meets American
veterans who have returned to
Vietnam with an urge to "do
something." Buchanan weaves
informative, and often
humorous, tales from her
journey with excerpts from the
accounts of others, situating
the locations she visits in their
historical and political context.
On the Ho Chi Minh Trail
brings together geography,
history, and personal accounts
to readdress the culture of
indifference to the War,
bringing to light the scale of
the tragedy, its lasting
legacies, and our memory of it.
American Tragedy - David E.

Kaiser 2000
Documents the origin of
American involvement in the
Vietnam War and how the
policies in the Eisenhower,
Kennedy, and Johnson
administrations led to war.
Tours of Vietnam - Scott
Laderman 2008-12-26
In Tours of Vietnam, Scott
Laderman demonstrates how
tourist literature has shaped
Americans’ understanding of
Vietnam and projections of
United States power since the
mid-twentieth century.
Laderman analyzes portrayals
of Vietnam’s land, history,
culture, economy, and people
in travel narratives, U.S.
military guides, and tourist
guidebooks, pamphlets, and
brochures. Whether implying
that Vietnamese women were
in need of saving by “manly”
American military power or
celebrating the neoliberal
reforms Vietnam implemented
in the 1980s, ostensibly neutral
guides have repeatedly
represented events,
particularly those related to
the Vietnam War, in ways that
favor the global ambitions of
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the United States. Tracing a
history of ideological assertions
embedded in travel discourse,
Laderman analyzes the use of
tourism in the Republic of
Vietnam as a form of Cold War
cultural diplomacy by a
fledgling state that, according
to one pamphlet published by
the Vietnamese tourism
authorities, was joining the
“family of free nations.” He
chronicles the evolution of the
Defense Department pocket
guides to Vietnam, the first of
which, published in 1963,
promoted military service in
Southeast Asia by touting the
exciting opportunities offered
by Vietnam to sightsee, swim,
hunt, and water-ski. Laderman
points out that, despite

historians’ ongoing and welldocumented uncertainty about
the facts of the 1968 “Hue
Massacre” during the National
Liberation Front’s occupation
of the former imperial capital,
the incident often appears in
English-language guidebooks
as a settled narrative of
revolutionary Vietnamese
atrocity. And turning to the
War Remnants Museum in Ho
Chi Minh City, he notes that,
while most contemporary
accounts concede that the
United States perpetrated
gruesome acts of violence in
Vietnam, many tourists and
travel writers still dismiss the
museum’s display of that
record as little more than
“propaganda.”
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